
    § 15.2-2265. Recordation of approved plat as transfer of streets, termination of easements and rights-of-way, 
etc. — The recordation of an approved plat shall operate to transfer, in fee simple, to the respective localities in 
which the land lies the portion of the premises platted as is on the plat set apart for streets, alleys or other public 
use and to transfer to the locality any easement indicated on the plat to create a public right of passage over the 
land. The recordation of such plat shall operate to transfer to the locality, or to such association or public authority 
as the locality may provide, such easements shown on the plat for the conveyance of stormwater, domestic water 
and sewage, including the installation and maintenance of any facilities utilized for such purposes, as the locality 
may require. Nothing contained in this article shall affect any right of a subdivider of land heretofore validly 
reserved. The clerk shall index in the name of all the owners of property affected by the recordation in the 
grantor's index any plat recorded under this section. Nothing in this section shall obligate the locality, association 
or authority to install or maintain such facilities unless otherwise agreed to by the locality, association or authority. 
    When the authorized officials of a locality within which land is located, approve in accordance with the 
subdivision ordinances of the locality a plat or replat of land therein, then upon the recording of the plat or replat 
in the circuit court clerk's office, all rights-of-way, easements or other interest of the locality in the land included 
on the plat or replat, except as shown thereon, shall be terminated and extinguished, except that an interest 
acquired by the locality by condemnation, by purchase for valuable consideration and evidenced by a separate 
instrument of record, or streets, alleys or easements for public passage subject to the provisions of § 15.2-2271 or 
15.2-2272 shall not be affected thereby. All public easements, except those for public passage, easements 
containing improvements, those that contain private utility facilities, common or shared easements for the use of 
franchised cable operators and public service corporations, may be relocated by recordation of plat or replat 
signed by the owner of the real property, approved by an authorized official of a locality, regardless of the manner 
of acquisition or the type of instrument used to dedicate the original easement. In the event the purpose of the 
easement is to convey stormwater drainage from a public roadway, the entity responsible for the operation of the 
roadway shall first determine that the relocation does not threaten either the integrity of the roadway or public 
passage. The clerk shall index the locality as grantor of any easement or portion thereof terminated and 
extinguished under this section. (Code 1950, §§ 15-792, 15-967.13; 1958, c. 460; 1962, c. 407, § 15.1-478; 1964, c. 
564; 1974, c. 530; 1978, c. 590; 1995, cc. 431, 662; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 165; 2005, c. 937.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  § 15.2-2275. Relocation or vacation of boundary lines. — Any locality may provide, as a part of its subdivision 
ordinance, that the boundary lines of any lot or parcel of land may be vacated, relocated or otherwise altered as a 
part of an otherwise valid and properly recorded plat of subdivision or resubdivision (i) approved as provided in 
the subdivision ordinance or (ii) properly recorded prior to the applicability of a subdivision ordinance, and 
executed by the owner or owners of the land as provided in § 15.2-2264. The action shall not involve the relocation 
or alteration of streets, alleys, easements for public passage, or other public areas. No easements or utility rights-
of-way shall be relocated or altered without the express consent of all persons holding any interest therein. 
    Alternatively, a locality may allow the vacating of lot lines by recordation of a deed providing that no easements 
or utility rights-of-way located along any lot lines to be vacated shall be extinguished or altered without the 
express consent of all persons holding any interest therein. The deed shall be approved in writing, on its face, by 
the local governing body or its designee. The deed shall reference the recorded plat by which the lot line was 
originally created. (1982, c. 294, § 15.1-483.1; 1993, c. 121; 1997, cc. 524, 545, 587; 2005, c. 338.) 
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    § 15.2-2270. Vacation of interests granted to a locality as a condition of site plan approval. — Any interest in 
streets, alleys, easements for public rights of passage, easements for drainage, and easements for a public utility 
granted to a locality as a condition of the approval of a site plan may be vacated according to either of the 
following methods: 
    1. By a duly executed and acknowledged written instrument of the owner of the land which has been or is to be 
developed in accordance with the site plan, declaring the interest or interests to be vacated, provided the 
governing body or authorized agent of the locality where the land lies consents to the vacation. The instrument 
shall be recorded in the same clerk's office wherein is recorded the written instrument describing the interest in 
real property to be vacated. The execution and recordation of the instrument shall operate to divest all public 
rights in, and to reinvest the owner with the title to the interests which formerly were held by the governing body; 
or 
    2. By ordinance of the governing body in the locality in which the property which is the subject of an approved 
site plan lies, provided that no interest shall be vacated in an area in which facilities, for which bonding is required 
pursuant to §§ 15.2-2241 through 15.2-2245, have been constructed. 
    The ordinance shall not be adopted until after notice has been given as required by § 15.2-2204. The notice shall 
clearly describe the interest of the governing body to be vacated by reference to the recorded instrument on 
which it was created and state the time and place of the meeting of the governing body at which the adoption of 
the ordinance will be voted upon. Any person may appear at the meeting for the purpose of objecting to the 
adoption of the ordinance. An appeal from the adoption of the ordinance may be filed within thirty days of the 
adoption of the ordinance with the circuit court having jurisdiction of the land over which the governing body's 
interest is located. Upon appeal, the court may nullify the ordinance if it finds that the owner of the property, 
which has been developed or is to be developed in accordance with the approved site plan, will be irreparably 
damaged. If no appeal from the adoption of the ordinance is filed within the time above provided or if the 
ordinance is upheld on appeal, a certified copy of the ordinance of vacation may be recorded in the clerk's office of 
any court in which the instrument creating the governing body's interest is recorded. 
    The execution and recordation of an ordinance of vacation shall operate to destroy the effect of the instrument 
which created the governing body's interest so vacated and to divest all public rights in and to the property and 
vest title in the streets, alleys, easements for public rights of passage, easements for drainage, and easements for a 
public utility as may be described in, and in accordance with, the ordinance of vacation. (1990, c. 813, § 15.1-480.1; 
1997, c. 587.) 
 
 
 
    § 15.2-2271. Vacation of plat before sale of lot therein; ordinance of vacation. — Where no lot has been sold, 
the recorded plat, or part thereof, may be vacated according to either of the following methods: 
    1. With the consent of the governing body, or its authorized agent, of the locality where the land lies, by the 
owners, proprietors and trustees, if any, who signed the statement required by § 15.2-2264 at any time before the 
sale of any lot therein, by a written instrument, declaring the plat to be vacated, duly executed, acknowledged or 
proved and recorded in the same clerk's office wherein the plat to be vacated is recorded and the execution and 
recordation of such writing shall operate to destroy the force and effect of the recording of the plat so vacated and 
to divest all public rights in, and to reinvest the owners, proprietors and trustees, if any, with the title to the streets, 
alleys, easements for public passage and other public areas laid out or described in the plat; or 
    2. By ordinance of the governing body of the locality in which the property shown on the plat or part thereof to 
be vacated lies, provided that no facilities for which bonding is required pursuant to §§ 15.2-2241 through 15.2-
2245 have been constructed on the property and no facilities have been constructed on any related section of the 
property located in the subdivision within five years of the date on which the plat was first recorded. 
    The ordinance shall not be adopted until after notice has been given as required by § 15.2-2204. The notice shall 
clearly describe the plat or portion thereof to be vacated and state the time and place of the meeting of the 
governing body at which the adoption of the ordinance will be voted upon. Any person may appear at the meeting 
for the purpose of objecting to the adoption of the ordinance. An appeal from the adoption of the ordinance may 
be filed within thirty days of the adoption of the ordinance with the circuit court having jurisdiction of the land 
shown on the plat or part thereof to be vacated. Upon appeal the court may nullify the ordinance if it finds that 
the owner of the property shown on the plat will be irreparably damaged. If no appeal from the adoption of the 



ordinance is filed within the time above provided or if the ordinance is upheld on appeal, a certified copy of the 
ordinance of vacation may be recorded in the clerk's office of any court in which the plat is recorded. 
    The execution and recordation of the ordinance of vacation shall operate to destroy the force and effect of the 
recording of the plat, or any portion thereof, so vacated, and to divest all public rights in and to the property and 
reinvest the owners, proprietors and trustees, if any, with the title to the streets, alleys, and easements for public 
passage and other public areas laid out or described in the plat. (Code 1950, §§ 15-793, 15-967.16; 1950, p. 722; 
1962, c. 407, § 15.1-481; 1964, c. 564; 1987, c. 404; 1997, c. 587.) 
 
 
 
 
§ 15.2-2272. Vacation of plat after sale of lot. — In cases where any lot has been sold, the plat or part thereof may 
be vacated according to either of the following methods: 
    1. By instrument in writing agreeing to the vacation signed by all the owners of lots shown on the plat and also 
signed on behalf of the governing body of the locality in which the land shown on the plat or part thereof to be 
vacated lies for the purpose of showing the approval of the vacation by the governing body. In cases involving 
drainage easements or street rights-of-way where the vacation does not impede or alter drainage or access for any 
lot owners other than those lot owners immediately adjoining or contiguous to the vacated area, the governing 
body shall only be required to obtain the signatures of the lot owners immediately adjoining or contiguous to the 
vacated area. The word "owners" shall not include lien creditors except those whose debts are secured by a 
recorded deed of trust or mortgage and shall not include any consort of an owner. The instrument of vacation shall 
be acknowledged in the manner of a deed and filed for record in the clerk's office of any court in which the plat is 
recorded. 
    2. By ordinance of the governing body of the locality in which the land shown on the plat or part thereof to be 
vacated lies on motion of one of its members or on application of any interested person. The ordinance shall not 
be adopted until after notice has been given as required by § 15.2-2204. The notice shall clearly describe the plat 
or portion thereof to be vacated and state the time and place of the meeting of the governing body at which the 
adoption of the ordinance will be voted upon. Any person may appear at the meeting for the purpose of objecting 
to the adoption of the ordinance. An appeal from the adoption of the ordinance may be filed within thirty days 
with the circuit court having jurisdiction of the land shown on the plat or part thereof to be vacated. Upon appeal 
the court may nullify the ordinance if it finds that the owner of any lot shown on the plat will be irreparably 
damaged. If no appeal from the adoption of the ordinance is filed within the time above provided or if the 
ordinance is upheld on appeal, a certified copy of the ordinance of vacation may be recorded in the clerk's office of 
any court in which the plat is recorded. 
    Roads within the secondary system of highways may be vacated under either of the preceding methods and the 
action will constitute abandonment of the road, provided the land shown on the plat or part thereof to be vacated 
has been the subject of a rezoning or special exception application approved following public hearings required by 
§ 15.2-2204 and provided the Commissioner of Highways or his agent is notified in writing prior to the public 
hearing, and provided further that the vacation is necessary in order to implement a proffered condition accepted 
by the governing body pursuant to §§ 15.2-2297, 15.2-2298 or 15.2-2303 or to implement a condition of special 
exception approval. All abandonments of roads within the secondary system of highways sought to be effected 
according to either of the preceding methods before July 1, 1994, are hereby validated, notwithstanding any 
defects or deficiencies in the proceeding; however, property rights which have vested subsequent to the 
attempted vacation are not impaired by such validation. The manner of reversion shall not be affected by this 
section. (Code 1950, §§ 15-793, 15-967.17; 1950, p. 722; 1962, c. 407, § 15.1-482; 1975, c. 641; 1990, c. 719; 1994, 
c. 341; 1997, c. 587.) 
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